DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
EDUCATION ACTIVITY
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
WIESBADEN MIDDLE
SCHOOL

Date and Time: Wednesday December 3 15:00-16:06

Location: Wiesbaden Middle School Information Center

Call to order and roll call
Shawn Knudsen — WMS principal
Isabel Christian — WMS assistant principal
Chris Dickson — USAG Wiesbaden SLO
Joe Dill — teacher rep
Trish Trujillo — teacher rep and parent SAC Secretary
Megan McArthur; parent SAC Chair
Louise Sullivan; parent SAC Vice Chair
Priscilla Riddell-Bellido; parent rep
Laurel Ferrarini; parent rep
Brandie Rajin; parent rep
Erica McKeel; parent rep
Magi Carbone; parent rep
Jill Zwygart; parent rep
Mr. Zwygart: parent rep

1. Principal's Report
Mr. Knudsen shared our student enrollment updates, currently at 524 enrolled students.
WMS highlights include plans to celebrate the season, upcoming band concert, PAWS
incentives to support positive student behavior and spirit week at the end of the month.
A parent rep asked if the Encore block parties are open to all students. A parent rep also
asked how the expectation to contribute to holiday parties is shared. Team leads share
information on behalf of grade levels for whole grade events, other individual teachers
may reach out about smaller class-based events. Another parent asked about
volunteering to support the grade level meal events. PTSO membership is not required
to volunteer for events. Many teams use a sign-up genius to organize volunteers and
donations.



2. Old Business

a. Access to reference resources

From DoDEA: There’s not a link to allow parent access to texts books, but parents are
encouraged to use Classlink through their child’s login to access materials. Math and
Science are currently using eBooks, ELA will be soon. Parents asked if there was a way
to get a video tutorial or other information about DoDEA’s textbooks and other online
resources. Parents may not know where to get information once they’re logged in, or to
how to access features of the e-textbook platforms.

b. Bowling fees

Mr. Dickson shared that MWR pricing is set region wide, so it isn’t a local decision that
the garrison can influence. Additionally, the WEC opens after school, so hosting events
during the school day is an additional cost to WEC for staffing. Mr. Dickson offered to
support school events/activities and can explore other options such as the Taunus
theater. Also Spouses’ club can sponsor with a grant request — it was suggested that a
request for 2500 cover all the expenses for bowling activities at WMS for the year. CYS
Teen Center is free to use with a facilities request form. They have a pool table and
space for larger groups.

c. Aafes school lunch

There 1s a water station now. The issue of school Iunch portions arose. Students are
able to have double portions of the school lunch if their lunch account allows the extra.
Parents asked what the ala cart prices are. Mr. Knudsen will send the price breakdown.
Kids may not know what the options are for ala cart or double portions.

d. Transportation

Mr. Ingleton was not present to speak to the bus traffic issue. Additional concerns
include buses not stopping at the left turn prior to the PX. Buses are impeding
elementary school kiss and drop traffic as their school starts at 8:05. It is still an
ongoing concern. Bus drivers are not following the traffic rules, particularly yielding to
oncoming traffic at the intersections of Mississippi Str. and Texasstr. however it was
stated at a previous SAC meeting that buses should be exiting the base at the New-York
Str. gate, not at the main gate. It is a major concern for vehicle and pedestrian safety,
particularly if they don’t see children crossing the road heading to school. A parent rep
asked if there are crossing guards to support at Texas and Virginia str. intersections
between the middle school and PX. There aren’t consistent crossing guards because
guards are volunteers. MP support is no longer provided for crossing duties. A parent
clarified if MPs could enforce the traffic laws. SLO will follow up. A parent stated a



limited number of buses are allowed to leave at 7:50 per their contract. School staff
does support at the crosswalks for a limited time. The swing arms are in place to
prevent traffic from going through the school complex. Safety issues were brought up
at the elementary school SAC and IAC. A parent asked why the MP crossing guard
support had sunsetted. No specific reason was given but the provost marshal or garrison
commander would be able to speak to the rational. The transportation issues will be
elevated to IAC.

3. New Business

a. Fundraising policy

Clarification is requested regarding the policy or regulation that restricts resale of
commissary goods for school fundraising. Is this a new or updated policy? What is the
intent? Is this coming from DoDEA, DECA, Customs or Garrison? The OGC for
DoDEA raised the resell policy to administrators at a conference this fall. A parent
shared that this is also a policy for private organizations in their updated policy. Any
organization falls under the no-resale policy. Commissary can give permission in
writing for reselling goods. Another workaround is not setting a for-profit price and
accepting donations. SLO supports the fundraising efforts and has sent an email to the
commander. The private org. person is working hard to follow policy, but SLO feels
OCONUS is different because of fewer options. The issue may be elevated to IAC on
behalf of schools. This policy does impact clubs, PTSO etc. It would be reasonable to
request an exception on school grounds or for particular school related groups. The
agreed first step would be to contact DECA for permission to resell and go from there.

b. School Menu

The Link Connect menus are not accurate about 90% of the time. There may be issues
with last-minute menu changes or different menus for each school. Emergencies
happen. Link doesn’t accurately show the middle school menu — may be elementary or
may be menus from other garrisons. Parents suggested keeping cup noodles or easy
mac in locker. Hot water is available in the front office.

c. Breakfast

A parent stated that her child brings breakfast from home but was told they are not
allowed to eat in the cafeteria during the morning. That is not correct, so long as
students are actively eating, they are allowed to eat their breakfast from home or
purchased breakfast from the cafeteria. The admin asked for clarification about what
was said and will follow-up with staff on supervision duties in the cafeteria to make
sure the issue is resolved.



4. Future meetings

IAC meeting is tentatively set for Thursday Jan. 15™ SLO will confirm the time and
location for the meeting. The complex SAC representatives have a plan to meet prior
to the IAC to share any concerns to elevate. IAC meetings are open to the public. The
dates were previously published on school calendars, but that is no longer the case.
Another parent stated the IAC meetings had been set prior to the end of the school
year for the following school year. SLO stated it is important that parent
representatives are present at IAC and are bringing forth concerns. There may not be
an open forum for any parent to raise concerns at the IAC, but all are welcome to be
there. Col. Danderson is very open to hearing concerns and will reach out to garrison
leadership to support any problem solving. The timing of the IAC should also support
parent and teacher IAC attendance — not during the school day.

Adjournment @ 4:06



